The body ego from the point of view of psychophysical fusion.
Freud introduced the concept of body ego as a basis for all later ego development. He did not describe it in detail, however, and the nature of the body ego has remained unclear. I suggest that the original body ego in the infant is the outcome of psychophysical fusion, i.e. fusion of experienced pleasure with sense impressions coming from without (the mother). The result of this leads to the establishment of primal repression and the psychosomatic boundary. The experiences of fusion are gradually internalized to form a stable ego nucleus. It is further suggested that the remarkable hypnagogic and dream phenomena described by Isakower and Lewin reflect the internalized result of this process and offer a chance to investigate these early and developmentally central phenomena.